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The Music and Dance is Indeed Alive and Well in the Southeast!

bv Michael Payne, President,
Jacksonville Beach Bop Association, Inc.

"l thought this kind of music
and dance was dead east of the
Mississippi ..."  —Terry Martin,
past President, Southside Imperial
Swing Slub, St. Louis. MO.
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Terry said that vyears ago
when he and Pat first found "Boogie
on the Riverwalk®™ in Jacksonville.
Flordia. He hasn't missed this once-a-
year, three-day party since! "It's
the best party anywhere., period!”
Terry now says.

"Boogie on the Riverwalk®*
is, without question. the best event
in the country, and | have no reason
to say that if it isn't true! After
atl. 1 have to drive 30 hours each
way and pay to get in when other
functions pay me to attend!" —Jerry

Crim, President, Supreme Swing.
Tulsa, OK.

Since they found us. Jerry
and Jodi haven't missed one of
our parties either!

The music and dance is

indeed alive and well in the South-
east, and "Boogie on the Riverwalk®."
which attracts around 1400 dancers
from around the country, is anly
one of many, many great parties
held in the Southeast each year.

"The good feelings started
when you wailked into the room.
The pulsation of the beach music'

filed the air with body-moving
rhythms. One views a thousand
or more smiling faces. each one

foving every minute of just being
there. You can see it. feel it. ...
and like magic. this feeling of
happiness begins rising wonderfully
inside of vyou. It's a whole room
full  of jubitation and suddenly,
you're a part af it! You start smiling
too!

... it's more than the music.
it's more than your friends being
there. it's even more than the dancing
... and almost everyaone is dancing!
It's @ whirting salute to swing dancing
... and to good feelings! Smile,
and you start feeling the fun!

... the dancing ends around

two in the morning, and around
the dance floor you'll always find
a few brave souis, danced out,

sitting feeble, wrecked....it usually
takes a week just to get your feet
moving again after the dancing...!"

—Jere Salyers, President, South
Flordia Swing Dance Society.
In Florida. Alabama., and

Tennessee we call our the Beach
Bop. Bop. or Bee Bop. In the Caro-

linas and Georgia it's calied the
Shag. Even though the styles vary
greatly, the music is about the
same as what swing daners are

used to. and we do an eight-count
to a six-beat basic movement,

The Boppers do not
compete. There is no competition
at "Boogie on the Riverwalk®,"
instead we party hardyl We are
a laid back group who just want
to have a good time! The sharing
of steps or moves with someone
from another area is con .

usually

Shaggers. on the other hand,
do compete. and they take their
dancing seriously ... some even
call it a religion! Many of you were
introduced to the shag by Charlie
Wombie and Jackie McGee, eight





